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Evangelism Through the Local Church, 
by Michael Green

Reviewed by Mike Feazell 

A few years ago Dr. Billy Graham visited Eng-
land, and part of the year of preparation 

was a study entitled ‘Is Your Church Worth Join-
ing?’ A tough question but a very proper one. 
For many churches, frankly, are not worth join-
ing. And lots of people must share that view. The 
shrinking figures for church attendance in much 
of Western Europe bear testimony to the fact” 
(page 83).

Shrinking attendance is one of the major questions facing most 
churches in the U.S. and Canada. Every church has to face the ques-
tion: Why should someone want to become a member of our con-
gregation? 

As we evaluate the question, Michael Green says, our focus has to 
return to the gospel itself, to Christ himself, and to taking the posi-

tive spiritual steps necessary to conform our local fellowship to the 
image of Christ. Such a process cannot be accomplished by simply 
continuing down the old, familiar paths. New spiritual vitality must 
be introduced into the fabric of the church itself if it is to become a 
fellowship in which new believers can be meaningfully nurtured in 
the faith and prepared for entering kingdom work themselves. 

For most churches, this is a challenge of crisis proportions. Michael 
Green’s work may be one of the most practical guides available 
to help pastors and concerned members find a meaningful path 
toward becoming the kind of congregation that actually attracts 
new believing members. 

Evangelism Through the Local Church provides more than 500 pages 
of interesting, inspiring and immediately practical tools for de-
veloping a church-wide self-analysis and casting a vision of what 
needs to be done. It is no longer in print, but used copies are widely 
available through used book stores, amazon.com, and other online 
used book outlets.  •
Michael Green, Evangelism Through the Local Church, Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson, 1992.

I’ve Been  Reading...

“

black. Both archaeological evidence and the account in 1 
Chronicles 4 tell us that the land of Canaan was inhabited 
by the descendants of Ham.

Further black presence can be found in the accounts 
of Hagar the Egyptian, Ishmael and his Egyptian wife, 
and Ishmael’s sons, especially Kedar. The Kedarites are 
mentioned many times in Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and 
Nehemiah, and the word kedar means “blackness.” 

Still further evidence of black presence in the patriar-
chal period appears with Joseph’s experiences in Egypt. 
Joseph married an Egyptian woman, Asenath, who was 
descended from Mizraim, which made her Hamitic. Thus 
there is a strong possibility that Asenath was black. She 
was the mother of Ephraim and Manasseh.

The New Testament
The New Testament also contains ample evidence of 

a black presence. Acts 8 tells the story of the Ethiopian 
eunuch, one of the first Gentiles to be baptized. He came 
from a black region, so he may have been black. In Acts 
13 we read of Simeon, called Niger, the Latin term for 
black. There is also Lucias from Cyrene, a geographical 
location of black people.

Do these references give us absolute proof? No. But 
the weight of evidence indicates that blacks were not 
excluded from “Bible action.” Modern scholarly opin-
ion refutes the theologians who argued against a black 
presence in the Bible. But sadly, the past Euro-centrist 

interpretation of the Bible, which did recognize a black 
presence in the Bible, was deliberately used by some in the 
past to justify the subjugation and enslavement of peoples 
of color. 

I believe it can be argued that there is a black presence 
in the Old and New Testaments. But either way, what is 
certain is that the Bible teaches that God has made all 
people of one ancestry. All humans—male, female, black, 
white, red, yellow and brown, are God’s children. They 
are all made in the image of God for salvation through 
Jesus Christ. 

The New Testament makes it clear that no one is 
excluded from God’s love and purpose. Paul tells us that 
there is “neither Greek nor Jew, slave nor free, male nor 
female, for you are all one in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 
3:26-29). God’s Word concerns, involves and speaks to all 
people inclusively. 

We could sum it up in the words of the popular song: 
Red and yellow, black and white, all are precious 
in his sight
Jesus loves the little children of the world.  •

Author’s note: This two-part article is based on a paper I wrote 
while studying at Emory University in Atlanta. That paper was the 
product of much research, in the process of which I amassed a 
large bibliography. There is not space to include it here. But readers 
who would like further details may access the complete bibliogra-
phy on www.christianodyssey.com/bible/africans2.htm.


